
A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENTé 
 

Hi Everyone, 

 

Happy New Year!  I hope everyone had an enjoyable holiday season celebrating with 

family and friends.  New Yearõs weekend brought two outside games this year.  The 

NHL is celebrating 100 years and to celebrate had the Centennial game on New Yearõs 

Day between two of the original six teams, Detroit Red Wings and Toronto Maple 

Leafs.  I know I have come to look forward to the Winter Classic game each New 

Year, which was played on January 2nd this year.  The game was between the Chicago 

Blackhawks and St. Louis Blues.  I canõt help but remember the Flyers two Winter 

Classic games against the Boston Bruins and the New York Rangers.  Both events  

were a fun time with my family and friends. 
 

As 2017 begins the Flyers have returned home after being on the road before and after  

the holidays.  It was great the team had some time off around Christmas to spend with 

their families and recharge for the second half.  Next up is the Flyers Alumni game  

versus Pittsburgh on January 14th.  It will be great to watch Flyers from the past skate 

together on the ice.  It will be sad that Mr. Snider will not be here in person but I am 

sure he will be here in spirit.  January 28th and 29th will be All Star Weekend in Los  

Angeles.  Which Flyer or Flyers are you hoping get selected?  February brings the  

Flyers Stadium series game versus Pittsburgh.  If you are not traveling to the game  

with the Fan Club, but would still would like one of the rally towels being provided  

to those who are, you can purchase one though the Phans of Philly website at  

http://phansofphilly.com/flyers-penguins-2/.  Proceeds from the sales of these rally  

towels benefit Childrenõs Hospital. 
 

I hope everyone will get a chance to come out to one of the meetings for the second 

half of the season.  Please be sure to always stop by our table behind section 108-109 

to keep up to date with Fan Club activities. 
 

Joe Fisher, President 
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THE PUCK  

Congratulations!!  

Raffle Winners  
 

Ivan Provorov Jersey 

Richie Podulka 
 

Travis Konecny  

Jersey 

Tracey OõConnor  
  

Proceeds from the  

raffle were donated to 

The Netter Center at 

University of Penn 
 

Thanks to everyone 

who participated!! 

 

PFFC MEETING REMINDER  
 

Next Meeting Date & Venue  To Be Determined  

 

Please visit our website www.flyersfanclub.org or  

check our Facebook page for the latest PFFC news,  

information and updates.  
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FROM THE EDITORõS DESK  

 
I hope you all had a wonderful Holiday season!  The PFFC celebrated the  

holidays at our meeting on Tuesday December 13th.  Our guest that evening 

was Russ Cohen, author of Philadelphia Flyers: Images of Sports.  Russ talked 

about his book and answered some questions about the team.  There was 

plenty of delicious food and desserts for everyone who attended to enjoy.  

This year the PFFC held our first ever Pollyanna exchange (run by Lou Milano 

and Patty Encarnado) which was a big success.  Everyone who participated 

went home with a thoughtful and unique gift.  Also thanks to Patty for the 

awesome decorations!  You really made the room look festive!  Great job!! 
 

January is upon us and there are several fun events happening with the team 

over the next few months.  On January 14, 2017, the much anticipated  

Flyers vs. Pittsburgh Alumni Game will be held at the Wells Fargo Center.   
I for one, canõt wait!!  Many of my Flyers favorites from the past 5 decades 

will be participating in the game and it will be great to see all of them back  

in Orange & Black once again. 
 

On Saturday January 21, 2017, members of the New Jersey Devils Fan Club 

will be in for the game and the PFFC will host them at Celebreõs Pizza,  

15th & Packer Ave, prior to the game at 4PM.  For anyone interested  

in attending, the price is $7 (which includes pizza and soft drinks).  Any  

questions, please contact Evelyn Gross at evgross@aol.com.  Also, please  

let Evelyn know if you are planning to attend. 
 

And finally, the Flyers vs. Pittsburgh NHL Stadium series outdoor game at 

Heinz Field will be held on February 25, 2017.  Lou Milano and Phans of Philly 

Joe DiBiaggio have been hard at work planning this exciting Road Trip.  So far 

we have FIVE buses heading to Pittsburgh and it is sure to be a great time.   

So much to look forward toé  Letõs Go Flyers!! 

Weõd like to hear from you! 
 

The PFFC welcomes all ideas and comments.  You can submit your articles to: Lois Witulski,  

c/o PFFC, 3601 S. Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA  19148 or email to: lwitulski@verizon.net. 
 
Please note: All materials sent for publication are subject to approval. We reserve the right to edit any portion of 
any article to better suit the needs of this publication.  Articles printed strictly represent the opinion of the author 

and do not necessarily reflect the position of the Philadelphia Flyers, its Fan Club or the editor of this newsletter. 
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PUCK ADVERTISING AVAILABLE  
 
 

If you would like your business to reach potential new customers, try advertising here in  

the official Flyers Fan Club newsletter, The Puck.  The Puck is mailed and/or emailed to all 

Flyers Fan Club members and available at all the Flyers home games.  The following prices 

include advertising in 8 issues of the Puck:  Full Page Ad $200.00, Half Page Ad $105.00, 

Quarter Page Ad $55.00 and Business Card Ad $35.00.  If interested, please contact Puck 

Editor Lois Witulski at lwitulski@verizon.net.  Disclaimer:  Ads published in the Puck do not 

indicate endorsement of items advertised. 

mailto:evgross@aol.com
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  PFFC / Phans of Philly Road Trips 2016/17 season   
 

Flyers vs. Penguins at Heinz Field 2/25/17 8PM Outdoor Game! 
So far FIVE BUSES ARE SOLD (but thereôs still room for YOU!!)...   

 
Package includes: Deluxe motor coach, 2 nights hotel room with breakfast, Friday night gathering,  
3-hour pre-game party sponsored by Labattôs with free giveaways & much more! 
 

Full Packages: from $659 pp: Without tickets: from $459 pp; Packages without transportation: See Lou  
For more details visit our website www.flyersfanclub.org OR Phans of Philly at www.phansofphilly.com 

 

BOSTON  3/10 TO 3/12/2017  BUS TRIP! 

Boston is a month long celebration during St. Paddyôs season and one of the best cities to visit in March. The deluxe 
motor coach buses will depart early AM (approximately 7 AM) Friday 3/10/17 from the South Philadelphia sports  
complex.  Refreshments and snacks will be provided throughout the ride.  Arrival into Boston will be early PM so you  
can take advantage of the whole day.  The hotel during our stay Friday (3/10/17) and Saturday nights (3/11/17) will be 
the Holiday Inn Express & Suites Garden.  The hotel could not be in a better location as itôs directly across the street 
from TD Garden. The historic Faneuil Hall is also a short walk with many bars, shops and restaurants.  And the hotel 
features a hot buffet breakfast each morning during your stay. 

Saturday 3/11/17 is game day and there will be LOADS OF ORANGE & BLACK!  Weôll be partnering with the  
Philadelphia Eagles Fans of Boston. They are an awesome Philadelphia Fan Club for Philly transplants in the Boston 
area. Their group has over 1,000 members, and they gather every Sunday with 100+ Eagles fans to watch the games. 
They have a special thing going, and it will be awesome to combine groups to bring as many Flyers fans together as 
possible!  Our pre-game party location is attached to our hotel and footsteps from TD Garden!!  It doesnôt get much  
easier or better than that!  This bar IS the spot to be before Bruins games, and we have the whole 2nd floor reserved  
for FLYERS FANS only!  All of your drinks and food will be included as well. The full menu can be seen in the package 
details below.  After the pre-game festivities, we will have seats in large blocks in the upper level on the side the Flyers 
shoot twice. The Bruins will also be giving out souvenir St. Patrickôs Day hats! 

You will have the whole morning and early afternoon to explore what you may have missed in Boston.  We will leave for 
home Sunday afternoon and our buses should arrive back into Philadelphia in the early evening, so you can be home at 
a reasonable time! 

Package Details: Round-trip deluxe motor coach, two nights lodging plus tax at the Holiday Inn Express & 
Suites Boston Garden, hot breakfast buffet, game ticket to the sold out Flyers/Bruins game seated as a group  
in the upper level on the side where the Flyers shoot twice, two-hour private party 3/11/16 at The Greatest Bar. 
The party will include everything below from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM: domestic beer, mixed well drinks, build your 
own Bloody Mary station with several custom toppings, scrambled eggs, home fries, bacon, sausage, burger 
sliders, buffalo tenders.  As well as: free giveaways including Flyers jerseys and other great Flyers prizes,  
refreshments and snacks on the bus and bus driverôs gratuity. 

Price: Quad Occupancy (4 people in a Room)- $499 per person, Triple Occupancy (3 people in a Room)- $559 
per person, Double Occupancy (2 People in a Room)- $629 per person, Single Occupancy, see Lou.   

We only require a $150 deposit per person to reserve your spot. This will be deducted from the total package price. The 
remaining balance is then paid off in very flexible payments leading up to the trip. This is just one of the advantages of 
booking with us.  We do not require large upfront payments, and make it very easy on everyone to pay the package cost. 

If you do not require bus transportation or if interested in only game tickets and the pre-game party with our group or if 
you are looking for a roommate(s) to reduce your cost, please reach out and we will try our best to match people.   
FYI: deposits and any payments paid towards the trip are non-refundable once they are received by PFFC or POP. 

 

NY RANGERS 4/2/17 (Sunday)  BUS TRIP! 
Round-trip deluxe motor coach, pre-game party and game ticket: $199.00 per person.  Details soon. 
 

For more info: contact Lou Milano at 609.922.2234 (Text/Cell), Lmstut@comcast.net or see our  
Facebook Page.  Or contact Joe DiBiaggio at phansofphilly.com 

NOTE:  Deposits can be made directly online at phansofphilly.com or contact Lou on how a deposit  

(other than online) can be made.   

http://www.flyersfanclub.org
http://www.phansofphilly.com
mailto:Lmstut@comcast.net
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A Wave of Orange and Black by Lou Milano 

12/2:  Approximately 200 of us (some PFFC members, most Phans of Philly) boarded a flight to Nashville in anticipation 
of the Flyers-Predators game 12/4.  When this trip was first discussed, I wondered... early in the season, 3 weeks   
before the holidays?  But we had over 200 people! Boy do I feel dumb! Below is a "brief" description of our GREAT trip... 
   
We arrived in Nashville at 7:15 AM ET and the buses were ready to transport us to the Doubletree Hotel.  I think the  
hotel was in shock to see us so early so we dropped off our luggage and off everyone went.  Some people went bar  
hopping early (remember, this is Nashville).  My group (Terry Kearney, Larry Durham and myself) were hungry so we 
went to this breakfast place across the street from the hotel and the food was GREAT!!  I can't recall the name but they 
offered selections like Pork Pulled Scrambled Eggs, etc. while I feasted on Country Banana Foster French Toast.   
Anyway, as the AM progressed we strolled to the shops on Broadway (apparently the bars weren't open as early as I 
thought) and people were in the Boot shops, Johnny Cash Museum.  I'm not the biggest Country music fan but even I 
enjoyed (and no, boots were not purchased, this isn't Alan Ellis, LOL).  Lunch time approached as people began to  
mingle on Broadway St. (Nashville's street of Bars, a MUST see!!) into Tootsie's Bar, Purple Orchard, etc. when in the 
distance stood Pete Nedellec, everyone's favorite Devils fan.  He came down to join us as the Devils were playing in 
Nashville 12/3.  By early afternoon everyone was hungry so the bars/restaurants were hopping with Flyers fans.  I, along 
with people I was traveling with, settled in this bar (I can't remember the name) and they actually HAD the NHL Network!  
So, while local food was ordered we saw highlights of the Flyers game in Ottawa the evening before.  After checking into 
the hotel, which I think went smoothly, we settled in for a bit then went back to Broadway to one of the more famous bars 
where we ran into Ken Daneyko, Deb Placey and the rest of the Devils Broadcasting crew.  Now you all know my "love" 
for the Devils but these people were awesome.  We talked hockey and sports for over an hour and they seemed to enjoy 
it as much as (if not more) than us!!  Even I got into the conversation which lasted over an hour (I was late getting there. 

Shocker huh...) and the exchanges were really cool.  I also discovered they really have respect for the Flyers.  Now, will 
this sooth my venom for the Devils??  Probably not, but it may be softening an inch or two, LOL.  After this we went into 
Tootsie's and some of the other bars.  Finally at 12:30 CT we were zonked and took the short walk back to our hotel...  
 
12/3:  As we prepared for the day, a Holiday Parade was being held in Downtown Nashville.  Apparently it was being 
broadcast to other cities in the US, including PHILA as we saw the WPVI Ch. 6 truck.  The parade was great, kind of 
reminded me of Phillyôs Thanksgiving Day Parade (with Santa at the conclusion).  Joe D. from Phans of Philly planned  
a gathering at a local bar (Piranha's Bar and Grill) so the group could watch the Flyers-Blackhawks game together that 
afternoon.  However I decided to join my Devils bud by going to the Devils-Predators game at Bridgestone Arena.   
First a few words about the Arena; it's greatly located as it stands right at 
the end of the bars on Broadway St.  It features a great shop, sightlines 
great and MANY local food stands inside (I was happy...you could even  
purchase Grilled Cheese).  So now, back to the games.  I figured I could 
hex the Devils while my fellow Flyers fans would cheer on the Flyers.  
And, it gave me the opportunity to just enjoy another NHL game.  Well,  
my fellow Flyers fans kept up their part of the deal as the team beat the 
'Hawks 3-1.  My part, well... it looked all rosy as the Preds built a 4-1 lead 
through two periods but the Devils tied the game with three 3rd period 
goals and won in OT, sending my Devils buddy into a frenzy (he keeps 
reminding me how much success the Devils have vs. the Flyers...).  It  
was a great afternoon and I hear the Flyers game was great and the 

watch party even better.  Some of us wanted BBQ, so we ate at a place 
called Jacks (PFFC Officers Terri and Paul Dziomba joined us and added 
to the fun of the event). Terri and Paul also attended the Grand 'Ol Opry  
at Ryman Hall, a MUST if you're visiting Nashville.  Some of us talked  
hockey, some talked bars, etc.  Then we went back to the same bar we 
patronized the day before (yes, the one with the NHL Net, I know...).  
THEN four of us wound up at a Burlesque bar close to the hotel.  The 
place was a hole in the wall but... just as I'm about the wrap up for the 
night the three people I was with practically threw me on the dance floor 
and here I am dancing with people I don't even know, ALONE (the more 
bizarre thing is I didn't have much alcohol in me).  Even though I have NO 
RHYTHM WHATSOEVER, it was a blast... This lasted for a while then it 
was really time to wrap and prepare foré         (see page 5) 

Photo submitted by Terri Dziomba 
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The PFFC 2016 Holiday Donation  
Santa Brought Cheer to Many  
submitted by Terri Dziomba  
 

During the first half of the 2016-2017 season, the  

Philadelphia Flyers Fan Club sold raffles for a chance 

to win one of two autographed jerseys which served 

as the method to create the Christmas donation to  

a needy family.  The two jerseys were #9 - Ivan  

Provorov, and #11- Travis Konecny, the two truly  

astonishing 19 year-olds playing for the Flyers. Not  

only were there amazing happenings on the ice with  

these players, there were incredible happenings off 

the ice, too!  This yearõs PFFCõs donation was able  

to assist many families in the Philly area. 
 

On December 16, 2016, Paul and I brought the  

proceeds from this yearõs raffle ($1,500 in Walmart  

and Target Gift Cards!) to the Netter Center for  

Community Partnerships at the University of Pennsylvania. 

 

Isabel Sampson-Mapp, the Associate Director of The Netter Center graciously accepted our donation.   

The donation was given to Youth Services, Inc. (YSI). Youth Services, Inc. is dedicated to strengthening the 

family unit, helping at-risk teens, and promoting child safety.  YSI has been in existence for 65 years.  The 

YSIõs mission is to offer accessible, quality services to at-risk children and families.  They accomplish this by 

providing comprehensive services that foster self-sufficiency and develop the health and well-being of children 

and the family unit.  Visit www.ysiphila .org  to learn more about this organization. 
 

It was truly a privilege for both me and Paul to present this donation on behalf of the Flyers Fan Club. 

(l to r) Terri Dziomba, Isabel Sampson-Mapp, Paul Dziomba) 

...Continued from previous page 
 

12/4: (Flyers-Predators game day). We went to the same restaurant for breakfast, great food and apparently the word 
got out because we saw many of the people from the group there.  I'm very impressed on what Joe D. arranges on 
game days regarding the gatherings (Just FYI, Pittsburgh will be the same).  This year it was an Eagles party before the 
Flyers game. The Birds were playing at Cincinnati at noon CT and with the Flyers-Preds game at 5 PM CT it seemed 
like a perfect lead into the Flyers game and it was... The Eagles didn't cooperate as they lost but everyone had a great 
time.  Prizes were given out, people mingled, the drinks and beer flowed and I was able to try Chicken and Waffles.  I 
have to admit I didn't think I'd like it but once I tasted, WOW!  Nice job Joe... So, this all led up to "THE GAME".  It really 
was a GREAT game made even more fun by the friendly taunting between the fans.  The Flyers saved the Philly sports 
day by winning 4-2.  Pics were taken of the group after the game.  After, Broadway St. seemed to be a wave of orange 
and black (actually it was like this all weekend) and everyone celebrated.  Four of us wound up at the Nashville Dineré 
 
12/5: Joe booked the flight to come home late so people could get more of Nashville.  I, however, had a killer day 12/6 
plus there was a home game that night so I left earlier than the rest.  But I know many of the group took in tours and  
enjoyed Nashville more, minus a couple guys who seemed to hang out at the airport all day.  
 
The trip was a rousing success and I look forward to Pittsburgh.  Our connection to Phans of Philly seems to be a  
success.  Nashville is a great town but the one thing I don't understand is you can still smoke in the bars.  Despite this 
the orange and black wave was a FORCE all weekend.  Hopefully we'll see you on either the Pittsburgh, Boston or NYR 
trips.  Oh and another thing, no one was able to see Carrie Ué (at least I didnôt, LOL!). 

http://www.ysiphila.org


 

                       The Puck - January 2017         Page 6 

 

 

47th Annual NHLBC Convention  
hosted by LA Kings Booster Club  
August 11ï13, 2017 in Torrance, CA 

For more information follow the link on the PFFC  
website, www.flyerfanclub.org  

Prices per person are $565 single; $450 double;  
$395 triple; $375 quad.  Package includes  
Friday and Saturday hotel accommodations, 
dinner Friday & Saturday, breakfast Saturday  
& Sunday, annual meeting Saturday morning, 
your arrival package and the use of hospitality 
rooms during posted hours. 
 

Payment schedule is as follows: (please send payment to Evelyn 1 week prior to due date) 
$100 deposit in due now and second payment due  
2/25/17 $100 plus full payment for pre-convention trips 
5/25/17 Remaining balance due 
 

Checks are payable to Philadelphia Flyers Fan Club and should be mailed along with the  
registration form, waiver form and pre-convention trip form to:   
Evelyn Gross, 4205 Poplar Street, Garnet Valley, PA 19060 

Birthday List Complied by PFFC Corresponding  
Secretary Paul Dziomba (current as of 1-1-17) 

January Birthdays 
Happy Birthday to PFFC members  

celebrating this month!! 

Teresa Marie  
           Barnhart 

Joe Bustard 

Jerry Callahan 

Albert Eschert 

Eileen Fean 

Mary Gaffney 

James D. Haley 

Darrell Hendrickson 

Ryan Hogan 

Tim Love 

Edward Maher 

Timothy Maher 

Aldo Mastrocola, Jr. 

Jonathan A. Previty 

Deborah Robb 

Liz Sanna 

Lisa Snedaker 

Welcome to Nashville!!  Tin Roof on Broadway. 

And the Tin Roof leaked on the second floor!     

Ha Ha!   submitted by Terri Dziomba 
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POPPEL SPORTS MEMORABILIA 

NOW AT BUCKS COUNTY ICE SPORTS 

1185 York Rd ñ Warminster, PA 18974 

(located in the lobby across from the Pro Shop). 

For more information visit our website: 

www.poppel.com or call  (215) 579-0731  

 

Advertising 
Space  

Available Here!!  
 

See page 2 for 
further details.  

http://www.poppel.com

