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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT…

Hi Everyone,
As the Flyers prepare for their 50th Anniversary, we too, will be celebrating
our 50th Anniversary. Our February guest Bill Meltzer, writer for the Flyers
Alumni, is writing a 50th Anniversary article. He realized then, that it is our
50th, too.
He had asked me about our inception, which I really didn't know. So I went
to our resident historian, Evelyn Gross. Here it is: The Philadelphia Flyers Fan
Club began as the Philadelphia Ramblers Fan Club (the Ramblers moved to
New Jersey in 1964) so when 1967 came around, the remnants of that club
became the Flyers Fan Club. The transition was made by Lou Damia
(President) and Guy Pal (Vice President).
We will be working closely with the Alumni next season and will be working
on a couple of joint events. Should be a fun year…
Joe Fisher, President

PFFC MEETING REMINDER
The next meeting of the Philadelphia Flyers Fan Club
will be held on Thursday, March 17, 2016 7PM
at the Wingate Hotel in Voorhees, NJ
Please visit our website at www.flyersfanclub.org or
check our Facebook page for the latest PFFC news,
information and updates.
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Raffle Tickets on
Sale Now!!
Win an autographed
Shayne Gostisbehere
Jersey
Tickets are $5.00
each or 3 for $10.00
and will be available
at Flyers home
games,
PFFC meetings and
other events.

Drawing will be on
April 9, 2016
Proceeds will benefit
the favorite charity of
this season’s Gene Hart
Memorial Award winner
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

PRESIDENT
Joe Fisher

An Evening of Meltzer’s Musings by Lois Witulski

VICE PRESIDENT
Theresa Carney-Kestenholz
TREASURER
Tricia Walter
RECORDING SECRETARY
Stacey Squilla
CORRESPONDING

Our guest on Monday February 22nd was hockey writer/blogger Bill Meltzer.
This was Bill’s second time visiting the PFFC, he joined us at a meeting several
years ago as well. Bill keeps himself busy as a blogger for both the Flyers
and Dallas Stars and is a contributor to Flyers.NHL.com, NHL.com, IIHF.com
& Flyerdelphia.com. He will also be working on coverage of the upcoming
Flyers 50th Anniversary. Bill told us about some of the special nights planned
for next season which promises to be an exciting time for the Flyers.

SECRETARY
Randee Rubin
ONE YEAR TRUSTEE
Josh Ash

TWO YEAR TRUSTEE
Lisa Bustard
MEMBERS AT LARGE
Cathy Boone
Patty Encarnado
Natalie Young
SERGEANT AT ARMS

Bill is knowledgeable with anything you want to know about the Flyers
or hockey in general. He talked to us about the current team and his
thoughts on the future of the Flyers. Bill gave us the current injury report,
he explained to us about the complexity of the trade deadline, discussed our
goaltending tandem, etc. You name it, Bill can tell you about it. It was great
to hear from him again. Thanks to Bill for taking the time to speak with us.
If you’ve never attended one of our meetings, come out and join us!
Meetings are held once a month from September to April at various locations
in the Philadelphia/South Jersey area. Every time you attend a meeting, you
are entered into a raffle drawing to join PFFC President Joe Fisher in
presenting the Gene Hart Memorial Award Winner at the end of the season.

Alan Ellis

PAST PRESIDENT
Palma Maglio
WEBSITE COORDINATOR
Josh Ash
TRIPS COORDINATOR
Lou Milano
PUCK EDITOR
Lois Witulski
LIFETIME MEMBER
Evelyn Gross
Lou Milano
FAN CLUB LOGO DESIGN
Bert Fox

Hope to see you all at a future meeting!
Lois

PUCK ADVERTISING AVAILABLE
If you would like your business to reach potential new customers, try advertising here in
the official Flyers Fan Club newsletter, The Puck. The Puck is mailed to all Flyers Fan Club
members and available at all the Flyers home games. The following prices include advertising
in 8 issues of the Puck: Full Page Ad $200.00, Half Page Ad $105.00, Quarter Page Ad $55.00
and Business Card Ad $35.00. If interested, please contact Lois Witulski at (215) 551-7998
or email lwitulski@verizon.net. Disclaimer: Ads published in the Puck do not indicate
endorsement of items advertised.

We’d like to hear from you!
The PFFC welcomes all ideas and comments. You can submit your articles to: Lois Witulski,
c/o PFFC, 3601 S. Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19148 or email to: lwitulski@verizon.net.
Please note: All materials sent for publication are subject to approval. We reserve the right to edit any portion of
any article to better suit the needs of this publication. Articles printed strictly represent the opinion of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the position of the Philadelphia Flyers, its Fan Club or the editor of this newsletter.
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PFFC ROAD TRIPS 2015-16 SEASON by Lou Milano (updated 3/1/16)
NY ISLANDERS: 3/21/16
This game will replace the “snowed out” game from 1/23/16. Same details except our seats are
NOW LOCATED in the LOWER LEVEL (original seats were located in the Upper level). Due to the
game being in late March we're going to re-open the trip in hopes of filling a 3rd bus. If interested
contact Lou Milano, cell/text 609.922.2234 or email Lmstut@comcast.net. This is our first trip to the
Barclays Center in Brooklyn and it will be a blast! For this trip we're teaming up with Phans of Philly
to combine one GREAT Trip. There will be surprises, happy hour specials and a free buffet at an
establishment named 200 Fifth located down the street from the Barclays Center. It should be a
blast as we mingle with Islander fans. The bus will depart Philadelphia approximately 2:00 PM and
return after the game. Price includes: Roundtrip Motor coach, happy hour specials, buffet, game
ticket (LOWER LEVEL), drivers gratuity and snacks on the bus.
Price per person: $165.00
For more info, contact Lou Milano, 609.922.2234 (cell/text), Lmstut@comcast.net
Please visit our website www.flyersfanclub.org for important trip notes and information!

PFFC Annual Bowling Party (and Possible Playoff Party)
Save the Date: Saturday, May 7, 2016 (Maybe treat Mom for Mother’s Day…)
Come join the PFFC and maybe some others for our annual event
which may also turn into an NHL Playoff Game Watching Party.
Time and place is to be determined but save the date as it’s sure to be a blast!!
Time and Place: TBD (either 2pm or 7:30PM)
We would love this to be determined by a Flyers Playoff game…
Cost: Under $40.00 or less
Price will include: 2 hours of bowling, buffet & non-alcoholic drinks
Alcohol available for purchase
Further updates will be on our website, Facebook page and in the next Puck issue
For more information contact:
Lou Milano call/text (609) 922-2234 or email lmstut@comcast.net
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The Road Trip to Toronto by Terri Dziomba
On February 19th, members of the Philadelphia Flyers Fan Club and the Phans of Philly joined together to
make the trek up north to watch our Flyers take on the Toronto Maple Leafs. We all met at 6AM at the
Jetro parking lot to board the buses. Yes, I said buses! Two buses full of Flyers fans were on their way to
support one of the greatest hockey teams on the face of the planet. Oh, by the way, one of these buses
contained the members of two bachelor parties. Need I say more!

We finally arrived at the American/Canadian border where we all needed to get out of the bus and show
our passports to the Canadian officials. We just prayed the guys on the bachelor bus all made it through.
They did!
We arrived in Toronto around 5PM on Friday and proceeded to get the keys to our rooms. We stayed
at the Sheraton Centre in the financial district of Toronto. The hotel was within walking distance of all the
events planned for us. Our first night in Toronto brought us to Wayne Gretzky’s Bar where we watched
the Flyers take on the Montreal Canadians. There was plenty of food: an assortment of Gretzky’s wings,
pizza, tortilla chips, chicken sliders, beef sliders, mini chicken quesadillas. And most importantly, special
priced “adult beverage”. Also, there is so much Gretzky memorabilia at the bar. The door handles are
ice skates and a bench inside the bar is made of hockey sticks. Inside numerous glass cases is everything
from Gretzky’s childhood skates to his jerseys from Los Angeles, Oilers, Rangers, the Olympics, and Team
Canada. Although the Flyers lost the game with the Habs (in a shootout), we were really pumped for
Saturday. This was just a warm up for tomorrow night’s game when we would see the Fly boys take on
the Maple Leafs.

Flyers Fans gather at Real Sports Bar & Grill before the game. Photo submitted by Terri Dziomba
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Before the Saturday game, we were once again able to satisfy our gastronomic needs. The group made its
way to the Real Sports Bar & Grill. This bar is connected to the Air Canada Center. Once in the bar there
is no need to go outside to get into the arena especially if it is cold or snowy. Nice touch! The food at this
establishment was of high quality. There was a pasta station, cheeseburger sliders, mini grilled cheese
sandwiches (really, really good!), vegetable spring rolls and popcorn chicken. There was also a raffle of five
Flyers jerseys. A little before 7PM we made our way to the arena for the drop of the puck. During this
game the Leafs were honoring the members of the Canadian Armed Services. It was a really neat ceremony.
The Flyers were playing without their captain, Claude Giroux and then lost Mason in the second period.
The Flyers got off to a pretty good start; they had a 3-1 lead at the beginning of the second period and then
the dreaded tie happened. But no fear, the Ghost was there to score the winning goal in overtime.
By the way, this trip package included a ticket to visit the Ice Hockey Hall of Fame. This is the place for the
true hockey fan. It’s so hard to describe the feeling one gets when you begin the tour of the Hall. You just
sort of take a deep breath and take it all in. The Flyers are well represented in the Hall of Fame, especially
on the second floor where the Stanley Cup, the Holy Grail of Hockey, is housed. Paul and I decided not to
touch it. We’ll touch it after the Flyers win their next Cup and they will win it soon. Also, it was especially
neat to see Women’s Hockey well represented.
If you’ve never been to Toronto, I highly recommend you make the trip up north. It’s a great city and more
importantly, a great hockey town.

The Orange and Black were well represented during the game. Photo submitted by Terri Dziomba
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March Birthdays
Happy Birthday to PFFC members
celebrating this month

Current Nominations for Office
for the 2016-2017 Season
from Jen Ebling, Chairperson

Will Baker

Palma Maglio

Steve Berry

Gregory Melasecca

The final list will be determined at the March
meeting. Voting will be at the April meeting.

Brianna Cherubini

Joseph Price

President - Joe Fisher

Geoffrey Corner

John Raphael

Vice President - Theresa Carney-Kestenholz

Allen Dobromislov

Bruce Rizzo

William Durso, Sr.

Florence Rizzo

Paul Dziomba

Edmund Shanoskie

Dina Fisher

Scott Woodring

Joseph F. Gorgone

Lindsay Worth

Treasurer - Tricia Walter
Recording Secretary - Stacey Squilla
Corresponding Secretary - Paul Dziomba
1 Year Trustee – Lisa Bustard
2 Year Trustee – Terri Dziomba

Joseph Kachnoskie

Members at Large – Cathy Boone, Alan Ellis,
Patty Encarnado

Birthday List Complied by
PFFC Corresponding Secretary Randee Rubin
(current as of 3-1-16)

If you are in need of an absentee ballot, please email
Jen at flyers212@verizon.net by March 31, 2016

Jim Watson Flyers Hall of Fame Induction by Maureen Fisher
On Monday February 29, 2016, Jim Watson was the 25th member inducted into the Flyers Hall of Fame. I remember
him as Jimmy Watson, the younger brother of Joe, who was drafted by the Flyers in the 3rd round in 1972. He was
my favorite Flyer growing up in the 70’s. He retired at the early age of 30 after the 1981-1982 season due to a back
injury. Jim played 613 NHL games all with the Flyers and is one of only a few Flyers who spent their whole career
here. He finished his career, as 5th best in Flyers history and 2nd in defenseman with a +295 (only Mark Howe ranks
higher). Jim’s accomplishments included: 2 Stanley Cups, 2 Barry Ashbee Trophies as the Flyers Best defenseman and
a 5 time NHL All Star.
Jim had his 3 children, his brother Joe, Ron Hextall and Paul Holmgren joining him on the ice. The first thing he did
was a wardrobe change, where he put on the Flyers orange jacket to cheers by the crowd in attendance. He spoke
from the heart, giving sincere thanks first to Ed Snider for bringing the team to Philadelphia and took everyone on a
trip down memory lane speaking about the players on the two Stanley Cup teams especially Bob Clarke and Moose
Dupont. Jim then credited his faith as a Catholic a major component to his success. Lastly he thanked the fans. He
concluded by offering the following advice to hockey parents that could apply to most things in life:
"Instead of worrying about wins or losses," Watson said, "or how many goals you scored, just worry about
how hard your son or daughter plays. If you play hard, if you become a really good team player, and you learn
leadership, you will become a real good player and learn to love the game. Keep playing hard, don’t worry about
winning or losing...become a real hard competitor. Work after practice, and take good care of yourself."
After his speech, Jim was presented gifts of a painting and his Hall of Fame bust. Jim’s children stood by him as the
banner with his name was raised to the rafters of the Wells Fargo Center. I for one am very happy that Jimmy Watson
has received this well-deserved long overdue honor.
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POPPEL SPORTS MEMORABILIA
NOW AT BUCKS COUNTY ICE SPORTS
1185 York Rd — Warminster, PA 18974
(located in the lobby across from the Pro Shop).
For more information visit our website:
www.poppel.com or call (215) 579-0731

Advertising
Space
Available Here!!
See page 2 for
further details

2016 NHLBC Convention hosted by:
NY Islanders Booster Club August 12–14,
2016 at the Hyatt Regency Long Island
For more information follow the link on the PFFC
website, www.flyerfanclub.org

Prices per person are $570 single; $410 double;
$370 triple; $340 quad; children under 16
staying in a parent’s room $175. Extra night room rate is $139 plus tax per night for stays
beginning Sunday 8/4 through Thursday 8/8 & Sunday 8/11, see convention packet for details.
Payment schedule is as follows: (please send payment to Al Eschert 1 week prior to due date)
1/15/16 $100 deposit
2/15/16 $100 plus pre-convention trips
4/1/16 $100 payment
5/1/16 Remaining balance due
Checks are payable to Philadelphia Flyers Fan Club and should be mailed along with the
registration form, waiver form and pre-convention trip form to:
Al Eschert, 2456 Brandon Court, Bensalem, PA 19020
The Puck
An Official Publication of The Philadelphia Flyers Fan Club
Wells Fargo Center
3601 South Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19148

