THE PUCK

Philadelphia Flyers
Fan Club
Volume 25, Issue 2
November-December 2015

In this issue of
THE PUCK
A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT…

President’s Column

1

From the Editor

2

Hi Everyone,
Trip List
As we close the first 6 weeks of the season, it's difficult to wrap my head
around this team. To see them beat the Rangers and Blackhawks, then lose
to some much less talented teams, is a head scratcher. I must say, in any event,
My Top 3…
they are entertaining to watch, either way. I'm really liking Coach Hakstol,
I believe that this season will play out exactly as it has so far. Coach adjusting
to the NHL and new team, team adjusting to another new coach, but I see this
PFFC News
all coming fruition next year. I truly like this team and with a string of wins,
who knows?
I would like to thank Josh Ash, for all the work he did on redesigning our
website. If you haven't checked it out yet, please do, it’s extremely impressive
and if you have checked it out and like the new format, please tell Josh.
Finally, we are coming up on the Holiday Season and I would like to extend a
safe and joyous time for you and your families. Happy Everything!!
Joe Fisher, President

PFFC MEETING REMINDER
The next meeting of the Philadelphia Flyers Fan Club
will be on Monday, December 7, 2015 (tentative date)
7PM at the Wingate Hotel in Voorhees, NJ
Please visit our newly designed website at
www.flyersfanclub.org or check our Facebook page
for the latest PFFC news, information and updates.
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The Puck - November/December 2015
FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK by Lois Witulski
Things are going well for the PFFC so far this season with great guests at
our first two meetings. On October 6th, the Flyers new Head Coach Dave
Hakstol joined us. It was interesting to hear his thoughts on this year’s
training camp, the current roster and new prospects and also the new 3 on 3
overtime system. Just 2 days before the season opener, it was nice of Coach
Hakstol to take the time from his busy schedule to visit with the club.
On November 9th, Flyers Alumni Dave Schultz stopped by our meeting.
Schultz talked about his childhood in a small town in Saskatchewan, getting
drafted by the Flyers and life after hockey. Listening to him speak about
hockey back in the 70’s compared with the obvious differences to today’s
game was a real eye opener. Dave is a great friend to the PFFC and it was
nice to see him once again.
On another note, Best Wishes to PFFC President Joe Fisher who is
recovering from recent surgery. We hope to see Joe back very soon!
Wishing everyone a wonderful Holiday Season! See you in 2016…
Lois

Important Membership Reminder!!
This will be your last issue of the Puck if you have not yet
sent in your membership for the 2015-16 season.

Don’t miss out on all our fun trips, meetings and events!
Renew today! Application is included in this issue.
PUCK ADVERTISING AVAILABLE
If you would like your business to reach potential new customers, try advertising here in
the official Flyers Fan Club newsletter, The Puck. The Puck is mailed to all Flyers Fan Club
members and available at all the Flyers home games. The following prices include advertising
in 8 issues of the Puck: Full Page Ad $200.00, Half Page Ad $105.00, Quarter Page Ad $55.00
and Business Card Ad $35.00. If interested, please contact Lois Witulski at (215) 551-7998
or email lwitulski@verizon.net. Disclaimer: Ads published in the Puck do not indicate
endorsement of items advertised.

We’d like to hear from you!
The PFFC welcomes all ideas and comments. You can submit your articles to: Lois Witulski,
c/o PFFC, 3601 S. Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19148 or email to: lwitulski@verizon.net.
Please note: All materials sent for publication are subject to approval. We reserve the right to edit any portion of
any article to better suit the needs of this publication. Articles printed strictly represent the opinion of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the position of the Philadelphia Flyers, its Fan Club or the editor of this newsletter.
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PFFC ROAD TRIPS 2015-16 SEASON by Lou Milano (updated 11/15/15)
NY ISLANDERS: 1/23/16: Our first trip to the Barclays Center in Brooklyn, this trip will be a blast as we mingle with
Islander fans. For this trip we're teaming up with Phans of Philly to combine one GREAT Trip. There will be surprises,
happy hour specials and a free buffet at an establishment named 200 Fifth located down the street from the Barclays
Center. The bus will depart Philadelphia approximately 2:00 PM and return after the game. Price includes: Roundtrip
Motor coach, happy hour specials, buffet, game ticket (upper level), drivers gratuity and snacks on the bus. Price
per Person: $165.00. NOTE: This is higher than last year but gone are the cheap 300 level seats at Nassau Coliseum.
In fact the game ticket cost is now close to the $99.00 we paid for the entire trip last season.
TORONTO: (2/19 to 2/22/16): Join us as we venture into Canada and invade Toronto (always a blast…) to watch the
Flyers battle the always fun Maple Leafs. This will be another trip teaming with Phans of Philly. We’ll depart for Toronto
approximately 6:30 AM 2/19/16 via deluxe motor coach with arrival approximately 2 PM where we’ll check in to the
Sheraton Downtown Hotel. The hotel is located close to the Air Canada Center, Hockey Hall of Fame, CN Tower,
Toronto’s bars/eateries and all the hockey shops (an experience!!) on Yonge St. After some R&R or touring the town, we’ll
all gather at Gretzky’s bar/restaurant to watch the Flyers/Canadians game at 7 PM. The establishment will provide
happy hour specials and a full buffet. I expect us to fully take over the place!! Saturday, 2/20/15, you’ll have all day
to tour Toronto or do whatever you wish before joining us at approximately 4:30 PM at Real Sports Bar located next
to the Air Canada Center for another happy hour (with drink specials) and a full buffet. This should be a blast as
we mingle with all kinds of hockey fans from Canada. But, don’t have too much fun and forget to venture over to the
Air Canada Center to see the Flyers battle the Leafs that night. Sunday, after having all day in Toronto (FYI the Hockey
Hall Of Fame is open both 2/20 and 2/21/15) we’ll depart Toronto 6 PM and arrive in Philadelphia approximately 2:30
AM 2/22/16. Sounds like fun, doesn’t it?? Seats for the trip will sell early, don’t get shut out!! Price includes: Roundtrip
Motor coach, two nights lodging, a party at Gretzky’s 2/19/15 with the opportunity to purchase drink specials, free
buffet (at Gretzky’s), a before game party at Real Sports with the opportunity to purchase drink specials, free
buffet, (at Real Sports), upper level game ticket to the Flyers-Leafs game 2/20/15, ticket to the Hockey Hall Of
Fame, drivers gratuity and more!! P.S. Get those passports ready!! Price: only $599.00 Quad Occupancy (four
to a room), $659.00 Triple Occupancy (three to a room), $729.00 Double Occupancy (two to a room). Single:
See Lou. P.S. Get those passports ready!
FLORIDA games 3/11 and 3/12/16. Another one of our “you tell us where/when and how long" and we'll make it happen.
COLORADO/ARIZONA: (3/23-3/27/16): Ever want to take a trip out west and search for gold? Well here’s your chance,
maybe even a trip to the Grand Canyon!! Details will be available approximately November 27th.
PITTSBURGH: (4/1 to 4/3/16). Pittsburgh is always a fun city to visit with all the places to see (Station Square,
the Incline, and if the Pirates are home, PNC Park) as well as MANY restaurants and bars. Plus our hotel will be the
Doubletree located within footsteps of the Console Energy Center. You know how games between the Flyers and
Penguins are in Pittsburgh!! With the game a week before the season ends, it should have major implications in the Met
Division and maybe the Wild Card!! This will be a “Provide Your Own Transportation” trip with the option of one or two
nights but if there’s interest in a bus, we’ll do it. Prices as follows:
One Night Lodging (4/2 to 4/3/16), taxes, game ticket, breakfast (4/3/16) Q-$199.00, T-$215.00 D-$239.00 S-310.00
Two Nights (4/1 to 4/3/16), taxes, game ticket, breakfast (4/2 & 4/3/16) Q-$245.00 T-$265.00 D-$299.00 S-$479.00
For more info, contact Lou Milano, 609.922.2234 (cell/text), Lmstut@comcast.net
Please visit our website www.flyersfanclub.org for important trip notes and information!
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Editor’s Note: A few months ago, Barb Concilio came up with the idea of writing a “My Top 3”
article. She challenged both Lou Milano and Alan Ellis to do the same, each choosing a different
topic. So here we are… Enjoy!

My Top 3 Arenas by Barb Concilio
In my more than 20 years as a member of the Flyers Fan Club, one of my favorite activities has been going
on Road Trips. I have to admit, it took lots of effort by our Club's Trip Czar, Lou Milano, to convince me
to try my first one, but then I was hooked. Since my first, I have been to every "active" NHL Arena, except
Winnipeg's, and many of them more than once. I have also been to several that have closed or are now used
for other purposes. Some of these Arenas I really, really like for different reasons and some of them not so
much. I know that everyone has their own ideas but I thought I would share mine about my top 3 favorites.
#1 - Ottawa's Canadian Tire Center, originally called The Corel Center and then Scotiabank Place. This
was the very first NHL Arena I had been to outside of Philly. It is also located outside the actual city limits
of Ottawa in a town called Kanata. When it first opened, there was hardly anything built around it, but it
has now become a little more crowded. I have been there 4 times for games between the Flyers and the
Senators and I love the building and the atmosphere. The seats are comfortable and the sight lines are
fantastic. Originally, it housed a restaurant right inside owned by former Flyer and my all-time favorite
player, Brad Marsh. He personally hosted several meals for me and my friends, one time opening early so
that he would be there to see us. Unfortunately, he sold the restaurant but the Arena itself is still my
favorite place to see a game.
#2 - Minnesota - I have been to the XCel Energy Center 3 times - twice to see games between the Flyers
and the Wild and once for the NHL All-Star Game. This place is absolutely fantastic. First, I like the size of
it. The "corridors" allow you to stand inside a large area before the doors open for the games. Because it is
so bitter cold in Minny for most of the season - that is a big deal. Their store is also easily accessible during
non-game hours. But what I like most is the openness of their very large concession areas - there are some
places where you can easily watch the game in standing areas behind the last row of seats. And, the sight
lines are great regardless of where you sit. It is a beautiful place. I believe it was built with the fan in mind.
#3 - San Jose - I've only been to the "SAP Center", also known as the "Shark Tank" once but it certainly
made an impression on me. I like a lot of open space, something a lot of arenas don't offer you. It was
bright and airy and the seats were great. I often have a problem when sitting very high and in a few arenas
I have had to leave my seat because of it being so steep and I sometimes suffer vertigo attacks. Although
I was very near the top in San Jose, I still felt very comfortable and could easily watch the game. I look
forward to going back at least once to see another game.
These are my favorites but there are so many more I really like and as I said earlier, also some I am not so
fond of. Regardless, I enjoyed my time in each and every one. A great majority of the time the hometown
fans always treated me very well - a few even bought me or those I was with drinks or snacks and I loved
interacting with the home crowd. And, it's always great to see what they show on their Jumbotrons and
hear the special cheers the crowd has for their own teams.
I hope I get to go on many more road trips in the years to come!
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My 3 Favorite Arenas (for Food) by Lou Milano
For those who know me I am your typical arena food connoisseur. If it's been cooked or prepared at a hockey arena
chances are it's been consumed in my big mouth. First off I always prefer an arena whose major soft drink starts with
P rather than C. This will be chosen from taste, selection, cost and freshness. Wow, so much to choose from…
#1 CAROLINA: PNC Center has EVERYTHING someone would want and more. The selection is GREAT. You can
choose from turkey dogs, turkey BBQ (hey, it is NC…), turkey burgers, beef & chicken along with fries, nachos, and
popcorn plus all the usual fare (hot dogs, burgers, etc.) and all the soft and alcoholic beverages you would want. And,
the desserts? Sure, there's ice cream, cakes and the usual fare. But, where else could you get banana pudding? It
should be noted I was there four years ago and have not been back since but I can't imagine the arena having anything
less!! Plus, I've seen five games at PNC arena and never had a stale bun or anything that wasn't fresh!! So, on your
next trip to Carolina, don't eat at any of the outside places. Save your appetite. Just FYI: I turned down an invitation
to join my buds at a famous restaurant in Raleigh just to attend another game and sample the food.
#2 MONTREAL: The Bell Center is a very close second with its smoked meat sandwiches, fries with gravy (an Alan
Ellis favorite), pizza and hot dogs with the special bread. And somehow Molson draft tastes better there. For dessert
you can't beat the ice cream bars. I know, everyone loves the cosmopolitan places to eat in Montreal but on game
night there is nothing better than Bell Center for food!! And their major soft drink is C, so you know it must be
great!!
#3 CHICAGO and ST. LOUIS: A toughie! I bet you all thought I'd say the XCEL CENTER, but no there is a tie.
First off Chicago Stadium food was great and has continued at the United Center. With the deep dish pizza, Chicago
style sandwiches, the hot dogs, fries and chicken with a flavor all its own, so “Chicago”. Of course you can purchase
the "special dishes" but if you want a taste of Chicago, again on game night... Plus, how can you turn down Old Style
beer? Just FYI, United Center serves C (grrr). The Scotttrade Center (by the way, P over C) has a fare all its own,
from the Midwest favorites (beef on a stick) to everything else mentioned above. It just seems to taste better at the
arena. The desserts are pretty good too with that chocolate gooey thing (yummy!)…
We'll be heading to Brooklyn in January for a new arena to try. Come join us on a road trip! I'd love to have
someone to compare with.

My 3 Favorite Hockey Jerseys by Alan Ellis
These are my top 3 Hockey Jerseys. 1967-74
Boston Bruins; 1967-1979 LA Kings gold; 1974-76 pacific
blue California Golden Seals. I call these 3 my favorites
because they are ALL classics from a time when uniforms
had character. The Bruins jersey from this time period
says it all. Striping, gold shoulder yokes, tie-up collar.
One of the best.
The LA Kings gold jersey along with the gold pants
& gold socks (worn from1970-79) made for TV &
photographer’s delight. That all gold uniform just stood
out (along with the Seals gold/ Kelly green).
ABSOLUTE CLASSIC!
1974-76 California Golden Seals "pacific blue". A lot of people might not know this, but this color ended up being the
forerunner to the Sharks "pacific teal" when they entered the NHL 15 years after the Seals left Oakland for Akron,
Ohio (Cleveland Barons). It was the uniform worn the last 2 seasons in Oakland after Charlie Finley (Oakland A's
owner) sold the team back to the NHL. They wanted to change the colors to forget the Finley era. It WAS different
because it wasn't along the lines of traditional colors in the NHL.
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Happy Birthday to PFFC members celebrating their special day!!
PFFC November Birthdays
Billy Babyack, Jr.

Cathie Leahy

Steven Bagby

Benjamin Lee

Megan Ball

Paul A. McGilligan

Daniel Bauer

David P. Murphy

Marcia Bosswick

Shane Sperduto

Lisa Bustard

Lois Witulski

Linda K. Clair

Eric Walter

Dena D. Heiland

Tricia Walter

Keith C. Hodge Sr.

PFFC December Birthdays
Shawn R. Barrett
Donald C. Bleistein
Gianna Cherubini
Craig M. Cimino, Sr.
Alan Ellis
Lorraine Eschert
Bill Foldes
Timothy Graver
Linda Gryn-Haley
John Hartley
Audrey Lee Hearn
Keith C. Hodge, Jr.
Beth Krummert
Joseph M. Lanciano

Birthday List Complied by PFFC Corresponding Secretary Randee Rubin

Come join us!! Flyers Watch Party...
Join the Official Philadelphia Flyers Fan Club and Phans of Philly
as we watch the Flyers take on the Dallas Stars on Friday,
December 11, 2015 at 8PM. We are trying to get as many Flyers
fans together as possible to enjoy good food, drinks and hockey!
The watch party will be held at Chickie's & Pete's in South Philly,
1526 Packer Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19145
Watch Party Details:

*Private room, service, and TV's
*All you can eat food from 8PM to the end of the game (crab fries,
buffalo wings, chicken cutlets, buffalo cutlets, hot roast beef or roast pork
sandwiches, Philly cheese steaks, and pizza!)
*All you can drink from 8PM to the end of the game (Coors Lite, Miller
Lite, Bud or Bud Lite, and Yuengling Lager!)
*Gratuity for the servers
The cost for everything is $50 per person. We need a deposit of $25 up
front then the rest can be paid the night of or before.
If you have any questions please email/call/text the below:
Joe DiBiaggio- Joe@phansofphilly.com 610-517-7171
Lou Milano- Lmstut@comcast.net 609-922-2234
Joe Perez- Jpfoxracing21@gmail.com 267-808-8793
Or log on to http://phansofphilly.com/flyers-watch-party-2/ to pay online!

Eric Lenhart
Lou Milano
Robert Moss

Helena M. Muffler
Warren Muffler
Tricia Oakum
Stuart C. Ostapovich
Patricia Pascale
Barry Peacock
Patti Primavera
Bud St. Joseph

Michelle Stopper
Andrea Woodring

(current as of 11-1-15)

Help spread some Holiday Cheer!
Submitted by: Pam Miller
When you are filling out
your Holiday Cards this
Year, take a Card and
Send to this address:
A Recovering American Soldier
C/O Walter Reed Army Medical Center
6900 Georgia Avenue
NW Washington, DC 20307-5001
Pass this on and Think of how many Cards
these Wonderful, Special People who have
Sacrificed so much, would get. Please Share
this with others, it’s the least we can do!
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POPPEL SPORTS MEMORABILIA
NOW AT BUCKS COUNTY ICE SPORTS
1185 York Rd — Warminster, PA 18974
(located in the lobby across from the Pro Shop).
For more information visit our website:
www.poppel.com or call (215) 579-0731

The Puck
An Official Publication of The Philadelphia Flyers Fan Club
Wells Fargo Center
3601 South Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19148

