THE PUCK
A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT…
Hey Folks, this is Lou Milano (yes, PFFC Trip Guy Lou) writing my first
President’s letter in 20 years (have we gotten THAT old!!). Let me explain
how I got here. Unfortunately, Theresa Carney-Kestenholz had to resign the
position due to issues beyond her control, so here I am. I want to thank her
for all the hard work she did over the past year. She promises me she’ll stay
involved and I intend to hold her to this (she’ll be on the ice when we present
the Hart Award to this year’s winner)! I also want to thank former President
Joe “Hun” Fisher and First Lady Maureen for their years as head of the club.
Many of you are unaware of the hard work they have put in over the years.
It was truly appreciated. I hope (and they better!) stick around. I will try my
best to fill these shoes. Things may be a little different but we’ll always be the
same cast of characters!!
Russ Cohen appeared at our March meeting and entertained us with his
knowledge of future Flyers (I know I gained some...). Special thanks to Misti
Love for arranging him to speak.
The next issue of the PUCK will be Lois Witulski’s last as Editor. I want to
thank her for all the hard work and dedication over the years. She has agreed
to stay on as a Consultant (and she better!!). That being said, is there any
member interested in taking over? No experience is necessary and you would
be formally trained how to manage.
Don’t forget our upcoming events, the Watch Party at Millers on Christopher
Columbus Blvd. on March 25 at noon and the Bowling Party on April 7. Also,
if you’re interested in selling raffle tickets for the #14 autographed jersey, shoot
me an email @ Lmstut@comcast.net. This is a great fundraiser for our club.
We will discuss next year’s activities in the Summer Puck issue.
Lou Milano, President
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Raffle Tickets on
Sale Now!!
Win an Autographed
Sean Couturier
Jersey or 4 Tickets
to the Flyers Home
Opener next season!
Tickets are $5.00
each or 3 for $10.00
and will be available
at all home games,
PFFC meetings
and other events.

Please visit our website www.flyersfanclub.org or Facebook page
for more information and updates.

Proceeds go towards
the donation for the
March 25, 2018 - Flyers Watch Party 12:30pm @ Miller’s, South Philly 2017-18 Gene Hart
April 7, 2018 - Beef & Bowl 8pm - The Big Event, Cherry Hill, NJ - $35
award winner’s
Next Meeting - tentative April 9 or April 10 - venue to be determined
favorite charity.
August 5, 2018 - Phillies Game - tickets are $34 - Bobblehead night!
For more details about any upcoming PFFC events, please contact
Lou Milano at 609-922-2234 or lmstut@comcast.net

Drawing will be held
on April 7, 2018
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
If These Walls Could Talk…
by Lois Witulski
On January 24th the PFFC was fortunate to
have not one, but two great guests at our
meeting. Flyers Public Address Announcer
Lou Nolan, author of the book, “If These
Walls Could Talk”, along with co-author
Flyers Beat Writer Sam Carchidi were on
hand to answer questions and promote this
must-read book for every Flyers fan. Both
Lou and Sam not only autographed my book,
but each wrote me a personalized message.
I can’t say enough how impressed I was at
this thoughtful gesture.
I read my book in less than a week and absolutely LOVED it! The book is
subtitled “Stories from the Philadelphia Flyers Ice, Locker Room and Press
Box” and it’s an in-depth look at the 50 year history of the Orange and Black.
Lou Nolan has been with the Flyers since their inception in 1967 and tells his
story in a very open and honest way. I really enjoyed reliving all of the great
moments in Flyers history, as told by Lou and Sam in this outstanding book.
Flyers fans, both young and old, will thoroughly enjoy this exciting trip down
“Memory Lane”. I highly recommend this book to every Flyers Fan.
Special thanks to Lou Nolan and Sam Carchidi for telling the great story of
50 Years of Flyers History!!
The PFFC would like to express our deepest Sympathy to the Hannigan Family for the loss
of Joan Hannigan. Both Joan and her late husband Bill were influential members of the
PFFC in the 80’s and 90’s. Our thoughts and prayers are with you during this difficult time.

PUCK ADVERTISING AVAILABLE
If you would like your business to reach potential new customers, try advertising here in
the official Flyers Fan Club newsletter, The Puck. The Puck is mailed and/or emailed to all
Flyers Fan Club members and available at all the Flyers home games. The following prices
include advertising in 8 issues of the Puck: Full Page Ad $200.00, Half Page Ad $105.00,
Quarter Page Ad $55.00 and Business Card Ad $35.00. If interested, please contact Puck
Editor Lois Witulski at lwitulski@verizon.net. Disclaimer: Ads published in the Puck do not
indicate endorsement of items advertised.

We’d like to hear from you!
The PFFC welcomes all ideas and comments. You can submit your articles to: Lois Witulski,
c/o PFFC, 3601 S. Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19148 or email to: lwitulski@verizon.net.
Please note: All materials sent for publication are subject to approval. We reserve the right to edit any portion of
any article to better suit the needs of this publication. Articles printed strictly represent the opinion of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the position of the Philadelphia Flyers, its Fan Club or the editor of this newsletter.
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Kid’s Corner (highlighting our youngest Flyers fans)
Skating on Flyers Ice by Landon Goglia
Thanks to an organization called United Heroes and because of my Dad’s service with the United States
Coast Guard, I was given an opportunity to practice with my friend on the Flyers ice. When my friend and
I were lead onto the ice, we were amazed by just how big the stadium was.
I thought it was a good experience for a variety of reasons. First, I got to feel like an NHL player, and when
you’re my age that’s a dream come true! Second is that I had the opportunity to practice with legacy Flyers
player Bob Kelly. This was great because since he used to play hockey for a career, he was able to teach me
a variety of things. Lastly, I had the privilege to meet new people there and make a lot of new friends. This
was a once in a lifetime experience and a moment in my life that I will never forget!

Editor’s Note: Calling all Junior PFFC Members! We’d love to hear from you!! This new page will give our
younger fans a chance to participate in our newsletter. If you would like your child highlighted in our new
Kid’s Corner, please contact me at lwitulski@verizon.net. Written permission from a parent will be
required for any submissions.

Gene Hart Memorial Award
Donation Presentation
Former PFFC President Joe Fisher
met up with Pierre-Edouard
Bellemare on Monday, March 12th,
when the Vegas Golden Knights were
in town to play the Flyers.
Bellemare was the winner of the last
year’s Gene Hart Memorial Award
and Joe proudly presented him with a
check to the charity of his choice.
Bellemare chose to donate the check
to PAWS of Philadelphia.
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Orange and Midnight Green Weekend in Las Vegas by Alan Ellis
On February 8th & 9th, Flyers Fan Club & Phans of Philly embarked on a trip to Las Vegas. This trip was
special in several ways... Vegas having the newest NHL expansion team, 1st time in Vegas for many of the
people going, and most of all, this trip was just a few days after the Eagles winning the Super Bowl for the
1st time EVER. How perfect was this?
We all arrived in Vegas over a two day period, everyone having fun - whether it was sightseeing, eating and
drinking, shopping, or just relaxing (yeah, RIGHT). A few of us ventured to the Grand Canyon, which was
AWESOME. Others had a package to go touring to other places around Vegas.
On Saturday, we all gathered at The Venetian for a Flyers/ Coyotes Viewing Party. Former Flyer
Pierre-Edouard Bellemare (now Vegas Golden Knights player) made an appearance for a charity meet and
greet, also former Flyers right winger Reggie Leach was there with his wife, and the mother of the Flyers
Jordan Weal was there. They also attended the Flyers/ Vegas game the following day. At the Viewing Party
on Saturday, there were Flyers chants & of course, Eagles chants, along with the "No one likes us, we don't
care" chant. The Flyers won in a shootout 4-3, and we went nuts!

On Sunday, there was a pre-game party at our hotel (Paris), then we went to the game and the Flyers won
impressively, 4-1. Needless to say, we were pretty loud! Then it was out to celebrate after the game.
Unfortunately, Monday morning came all too quickly and it was time to head home. But the memories with
GREAT people will last forever. Thank you to Lou & Joe. GREAT job guys!

Hundreds of Flyers Fans made the trip to Vegas for the Flyers first-ever meeting
with the Vegas Golden Knights. Photo submitted by Alan Ellis
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Fun Times in Vegas!

Alan Ellis with former Flyer Reggie Leach

PFFC Member Jen Ebling, with former Flyer (now Vegas Golden Knights)
Pierre-Edouard Bellemare at the Charity Meet & Greet to benefit PAWS

Current Nominations for Office for the 2018-19 Season
from Maureen Fisher, Chairperson
This is the final list (determined at the February & March Meetings). Vote will be at the April meeting.
President: Lou Milano
Vice President: Alan Ellis
Recording Secretary: Angie Szczepaniak
Corresponding Secretary: Paul Dziomba
Two Year Trustee: Terri Dziomba
One Year Trustee: Misti Love
Treasurer: Bryan Nardone
Members at Large: (3 Positions available) Cathy Boone, Tim Love, Barbara Nardone, Liz Sanna
All nominations were seconded according to the Club by-laws/constitution. All those nominated for office
accepted. If you are in need of an absentee ballot, please email Maureen Fisher at lucky2travel@verizon.net
by March 25, 2018.
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PFFC Dinner at Chickie’s and Pete’s by Bryan Nardone
On Saturday March 10th after the Flyers pulled out a victory over the Jets 2-1, members of the PFFC
gathered for dinner at Chickie’s and Pete’s in South Philly. We were joined by members of the Winnipeg
Jets, Detroit Red Wings, Hartford Whalers, New York Rangers and New York Islanders Fan Clubs. Lou
arranged for a private room in the restaurant for all of us to mingle and enjoy dinner. We had the room
booked from 4:30 to 8PM and the time flew by quickly as everybody was having a good time. The food was
great as they provided salad, chicken wings, fries, roast beef and pork sandwiches, pizza, etc. Lou did a
fantastic job of coordinating everything!
Before Saturday, I did not know anyone from the other Fan Clubs and it was nice meeting them and getting
to know everybody as they all were very nice. This felt like a small version of the Convention before the
actual one in August that our club is hosting this year. If this was any indication of what the Convention will
be in the summer, then it is going to be a blast!

At the Fan Club Table… by Deborah Robb
When you volunteer for games at the Fan Club table, you hear all kinds of things from the fans passing by.
Just for fun, I have compiled some of my interesting requests and comments from December 2017…
Besides "Where's the Dunkin Donuts?" and "Where's the Chickie’s & Pete's?", some other things we were
asked were "Where's the Family restroom?". This from a Dad whose young daughter was feeling sick.
He had fed her chicken and Dippin’ Dots. Answer: the Family restroom is on the Broad Street side near
Customer Service Booth.
Sometimes I’m stumped with a question as in, “Where's the plaque that used to be in the Spectrum
commemorating the original season ticket holders?”, from the family of a man whose name is on it.
Answer: I didn't know the answer, so I sent him to Customer Service. (I'm gonna try to find out about
that one)…
And finally, “Do you remember Irene Rovane?” asked by her grandson, Richie. Answer: Of course! Richie
& I talked for the longest time about her days behind the Fan Club Table at the Spectrum selling the Hockey
News and how she brought him to the games. One of the first expressions she taught him was "Rangers
Suck!" (sorry Rangers fans!). He's never forgotten it. I remarked that with her beautiful lilting accent even
"Rangers Suck!" sounded melodic. Richie is now a grown man about to have a child of his own and can't wait
to teach his child some colorful hockey expressions. In true fan fashion, I asked if the baby would be born
before the end of this season. No, he or she won’t arrive that soon, but our newest Flyers fan will be here
before the beginning of next season.
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Advertising
Space
Available Here!!
See page 2 for
further details.

48th Annual NHLBC Convention
hosted by the Philadelphia Flyers Fan Club
August 10-12, 2018 at Valley Forge Casino Resort
For more information follow the link on the PFFC
website, www.flyerfanclub.org

Prices per person are $510 single; $375 double;
$330 triple; $300 quad; $175 children under 18 with
parent. Package includes Friday and Saturday hotel
accommodations, dinner Friday & Saturday, breakfast
Saturday & Sunday, annual meeting Saturday morning,
your arrival package and the use of hospitality rooms
during posted hours.
Payment schedule is as follows: (please send payment to Evelyn 1 week prior to due date)
12/1/17 $100 non-refundable deposit
2/1/18 $100 plus all pre-convention activities
4/1/18 $100 payment due
6/1/18 Remaining balance due

Checks are payable to Philadelphia Flyers Fan Club - NHLBCC 2018 and should be mailed
along with the registration form, waiver form and pre-convention trip form to: NHLBCC 2018,
c/o Evelyn Gross, 4205 Poplar Street, Garnet Valley, PA 19060-6874
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